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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 

The citation of information on the attached Form PTO/SB/08A, "Information 
Disclosure Statement by Applicant" is made pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§1.97 and 1.98. A copy 
of each cited item is enclosed unless stated otherwise hereinbelow. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d), inasmuch as this application relies on prior 
application Serial No. 09/457,771 filed December 9, 1999, which is a continuation of U.S. 
Application Serial No. 09/104,088, filed June 24, 1998, now abandoned, which is a 
continuation-in-part of U.S. Application Serial No. 08/926,297, filed September 5, 1997, 
now abandoned, which is a continuation of U.S. Application Serial No. 08/725,842, filed 
September 30, 1996, now abandoned, which is a continuation of U.S. Application Serial No. 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Assistant 
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08/138,271, filed October 15, 1993, now abandoned. This application also claims priority 
under 35 U.S.C. § 120 to co-pending U.S. Application Serial No. 09/368,855, filed August 5, 
1999, which is a continuation of U.S. Application Serial No. 08/889,342 filed July 8, 1997, 
now United States Patent No. 5,990,241, which is a continuation of U.S. Application Serial 
No. 08/657,161, filed June 3, 1996, now United States Patent No. 5,691,387, which is a 
division of U.S. Application Serial No. 08/087,136 filed July 2, 1993, now United States 
Patent No. Re. 36,665, which is a continuation of U.S. Application Serial No. 07/847,874 
filed March 13, 1992, now abandoned, which is a continuation-in-part of United States 
Application Serial No. 07/673,289, filed March 19, 1991, now abandoned, for an earlier 
filing date under 35 U.S.C. § 120, no copy of any patent, publication or other information 
previously cited by or submitted to the Office in such prior applications is being provided 
herewith. 



The citation of this information does not constitute an admission that any of 



the materials are available as a reference or of priority, or a waiver of any right applicant may 
have under applicable statutes, Rules of Practice in patent cases, or otherwise. 
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